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Introducation

It is found that Sahgal is as a conservative, not an iconoclast or a fiery feminist. She
speaks with restraint and responsibility, which carry greater significance in her early novels, but
there is a gradual change while making the twenty seven characters of her novels, especially in
the later ones. they have a stance which breaks some basic concepts of a few Hindu marriage
codes. Harish has committed a mistake in marrying a woman whose tastes and inclinations do
not tend to make her an equal partner in all her husband's social gatherings. This is the outcome
of her discriminative upbringing that she cannot mix up with the strangers. She hardly knows
how to and why to break the ice. The gender discrimination has pushed her into her own shell of
self She never learns to dance or play tennis or could converse with the European friend on
equal terms. "People said it was a shame that a man so obviously intended for advancement
should have an apathetic wife" like her. Sahgal here perhaps criticizes the natural reluctance of
Indian women to go out forthright in adopting the western culture. The biased treatment which
she received during her upbringing has been the exact reason why she cannot handle the abrupt
change that took place in her life. She says, "If they were under any compulsion to behave with
consideration toward each other, then that compulsion, I am convinced, was a very good thing. I
should like to have more of it today".

Thus Sahgal criticizes the apathy of the snobbish rich who would not understand the
sufferings of the poor or appreciate the efforts of people. All the works and plans of people like
Gandhiji appear to her as frivolous and sheer nonsense. The narrator thinks of the time he first
saw Maya at her wedding. She was shy and did not even dare to look at her groom. She sat cross-
legged before the fire. Her head was almost covered with her sari. She was an epitome of
docility. Sahegal criticizes the pathetic condition of the brides in those days. She was not allowed
{o see even her would-be husband. In an arranged marriage everything was planned by the elders
and the bride had no say or any opinion of her own. It was expected of her to do whatever was
told her to. as though she was a slave put on a bid. These are the age-old customs pressed on her
like an intolerable burden. On the contrary the men in the same society were not facing such
discrimination. They were allowed to choose their own life partners, unlike Maya.

That is precisely why, Maya is contrary to the expectations of Harish. The narrator thinks
that the two would do well in their married life because opposites attract each other. But they

were not able to see each other's way and hence their journey of life took them farther and farther
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a formidable personality like Gandhi or traditional concept of self-less sacrifice. Maya asks the
narrator once: "What is the most important thing in life?". She answers herself without waiting
for his response. Her voice sounded forlomn. "Not a good one or approving one, necessarily. is
just a response of any kind. Even whether we live or die is not important to someone".
Conclusion

Man-woman contact is not just for sex. A caressing, comforting touch, which does not
lead to immediate urgency to its consummation but just would be a solace to body and mind,
would express depth of feeling. Real love explores the realm beyond the sex experience; perhaps
itis the realm of love, understanding, sympathy, consideration, or just friendship.

For the people who regard women as sex objects just to be used for the moment and put
away at safe distance, Sahgal perhaps teaches a lesson in her description of the soft feelings
which could be aroused or enjoyed. She says through the words of narrator. He tries to recall the
exquisite pleasure he experienced while he was in intimate contact with Maya:

Sahgal criticizes the male attitude regarding marriage. They do not seem to care for the
sentiments of their spouses. They think no harm is done, if one could provide security and
comforts to the first wife. But as a contrast to the heartless ones who do not care for the wife,
they marry a second one on flimsy grounds, Sahgal portrays a couple who do not have anything
to complain each other. They are perhaps happy mutually satisfying the wishes of one other.
Such is the happy union of Harilal and Prabha. Though the narrator is at a loss to understand the
relaxed attitude of Prabha's second marriage, it is not a matter of great concern for her. But one
thing is sure that it is not a philosophical or fatalistic attitude characteristic of Indians.
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